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Africa and western Cameroon

Diospyros kupensis fruits

(Ebenaceae)

D. kupensis is so far only known from Mount Kupe and the Bakossi Mountains, where about 6 collections have been made since its
discovery in 1995.  It is an understorey tree, 1.5 – 3m, rarely reaching 5m, occurring at 700 –1250 m altitude on well-drained
slopes of undisturbed sub-montane forest.  It is one of a number of small trees endemic to Kupe-Bakossi, such as Coffea
montkupensis and Cola sp. nov.  It is conspicuous in fruit, bearing yellow-orange fruits almost 2cm in diameter.

Kupe-Bakossi has recently been included in a proposed government reserve,
which should offer a higher level of protection to the forest and life within it.
Immediate threats to this species are primarily from understorey clearance for
crop plantation.
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